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Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival
Thursday, April 23 to Sunday, April 26, 2026
Online programming starts April 13

150 AUTHORS AND CULTURAL MEDIATORS, 110 EVENTS, 9 DIFFERENT LANGUAGES

Montreal, March 18, 2026 — In such a noisy world — a world marked by wars, conflicts and
divisions, dominated by speed, dizzied by overconsumption, assaulted by petty rumors circulating
on social media, submerged in the constant flow of fact and falsehood — how can we come to
understand each other?

Some 150 authors, writers, thinkers, philosophers, translators, and journalists from different
countries, cultures and imaginaries will converge on Montreal and attempt to respond to this very
question at the Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival, from April 23 to 26, 2026 (online
programming begins April 13). As in past years, this edition of the Festival will feature thought-
provoking interviews, award ceremonies, public readings, cocktail evenings, networking events,
performances, round-table discussions, workshops, book signings, live music and a large offering
of online events. The main site of the Festival will once again be the lovely HOTEL10, and will also
take place at partner bookstores and local venues.

The 28™ edition of this multilingual festival (programming primarily in French, English and Spanish
with 9 languages total) will revolve around the theme Words for Understanding One Another. A
landmark springtime event for the Canadian and global literary communities, this year’s Festival
will continue its nearly 30-year-long tradition of presenting rich, diverse, cosmopolitan and
resolutely literary programming, with values of reconciliation and rapprochement at its heart.


https://bluemetropolis.org/spring2026/

The Festival's General Director of Programming, Marie-Andrée Lamontagne reflects on the 2026
edition, noting: “At a moment when all eyes are turned towards the courageous and pugnacious
people of Iran and Ukraine, it becomes more necessary than ever to hear the first-hand accounts
from Iranian essayist Azar Nafisi and the Ukrainian poet Lyuba Yakimchuk, both of whom will be
present at the Festival.”

Back again for this 28™ edition are series that audiences know and love, like Ecology & Literature,
AZUL (Spanish and Portuguese Programming), the Serenity Series (including yoga and
meditation activities), the Blue Metropolis Eleanor Wachtel series, and the Blue Metropolis
Literary Prizes, awarded to Canadian and international authors to highlight exceptional
contributions. This year's Blue Metropolis Foundation fundraising evening is Pleasure and
Passion, and will take place the evening of April 23, 2026, with delectable and sensuous literary
performances! As in past years, the 2026 edition will kick off with the Blue Met Talks, an opening
ceremony cocktail on Friday, April 24, 2026, featuring some of the more exciting Festival guests.

New this year will be the Neurodivergence and Mental Health Series, as well as a focus on
Bandes dessinées/graphic novels, and mystery and detective stories.

2026 LITERARY PRIZE WINNERS

The Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival is known for its many prestigious literary prizes.
In 2026, the AZUL Prize goes to Leonardo Padura (Cuba), the Words to Change Prize goes to
Azar Nafisi (Iran/USA), the Blue Metropolis First Peoples Prize — International Edition is
awarded to Ann-Helén Laestadius (Sweden/Sami), the Planet Literature Prize goes to Wyl
Menmuir (UK), the Violet Prize for LGBTQ+ literary voices to Shani Mootoo
(Canada/Trinidad/Ireland), and the Future and Society Prize to graphic novelist Guy Delisle
(Québec/France).

IN THE NAME OF RAPPROCHEMENT: VOICES FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE

The Blue Metropolis Festival is renowned for bringing international literary guests of exceptional
calibre to Montreal audiences. The 2026 Festival will feature more than 20 international guests,
including Lyuba Yakimchuk (Ukraine), Daniel Tammet (UK/France), Antoinette Rychner
(Switzerland), Olivier Ciechelski (France), Ariana Harwicz (Argentina/France), Martine Reid
(France), Marcelo Rubens Paiva (Brazil), Daniel Hahn (UK), Luigi Farrauto (ltaly), Gwenaélle
Lenoir (France), Jamaica Kincaid (Antigua/USA), and Brandon Taylor (USA). Jamaica Kindcaid
and Brandon Taylor will feature, along with Canadian author Miriam Toews (participating virtually),
in the recurring Blue Metropolis Eleanor Wachtel series, where they will be interviewed
individually by the star literary host.

In addition to this non-exhaustive list, Blue Metropolis will be welcoming an exciting group of
authors from Québec and Canada, including (but not limited to), Claire Cameron, Ayelet Tsabari,
Mikhail lossel, sisters Arizona and Heather O’Neill, Dominique Fortier, Yvon Rivard, Samuel
Veissiére, Ouanessa Younsi, Blaise Ndala, Andrée A. Michaud, Andreas Kessaris, Barbara
Sibbald, Katia Belkhodja, and many, many more.


https://metropolisbleu.org/prix-litteraires/
https://metropolisbleu.org/prix-litteraires/
https://bluemetropolis.org/pleasure/
https://bluemetropolis.org/pleasure/

In 2026, the Blue Metropolis Festival is collaborating with guest curators (some new and some
returning) to offer events of different formats, including: “The Tara McGowan-Ross Event:
Indigenous Writers in the City — A Welcome Disruption,” under the artistic direction of writer and
poet Tara McGowan-Ross; “The Curtis McRae Event — Literary Speed Dating,” curated by Curtis
McRae; and “Chosen Ties: Queer Stories of Family, Found and Forged,” under the direction of
Christopher DiRaddo, and co-hosted with drag queen Misty Waterfalls. Blue Metropolis will also
be screening two striking documentary films: Rule of Stone (2024) by Danae Elon and
Sewadtisiwin/They are Sacred (2025) by Kim O’Bomsawin.

The Festival will also be hosting what is sure to be a lively discussion on the question of
“Belonging/Appartenance,” with Kim Thuay, Toula Drimonis, Guy Rex Rodgers and Francine
Pelletier. This event, which will take place in French and English, will consider what it means to be
Quebecois and born elsewhere.

To sum up, the 2026 Blue Metropolis Festival will welcome literary voices from France, Switzerland,
Italy, Ukraine, Sweden, Antigua, Trinidad, USA, Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Cuba, Colombia,
Catalonia, in addition to those from Québec and Canada. Activities are offered in French, English,
and Spanish and Portuguese (AZUL), and other events feature Italian, Ukrainian, Cree, Sami and
other languages. 2026 offers an exceptionally diverse program, which brings together voices from
all different contexts and perspectives: neurotypical and neurodivergent, straight and queer,
Indigenous and non-Indigenous, from across the globe. This proverbial tower of Babel will be raised
for the weekend of April 23-26 at HOTEL10, in the main neighborhood of the Festival which is just
steps from the Quartier des spectacles.

The Blue Metropolis Festival also includes the annual TD-Blue Metropolis Children’s Festival, which
offers a series of activities and stimulating programs for children and adolescents of all ages across
Québec.

A utopia for avid readers, the Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival offers numerous free
events; paid tickets start at $8. The Festival Pass is a limited special price of $35 only until April
13 ($50 after that) and includes a $25 discount on book purchases at the on-site Festival
bookstore, Paragraphe.

Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival
April 23 to April 26; online programming starts April 13
HOTEL10, 10 Sherbrooke St. West
Info line: 438 453-7721

For complete programming: bluemetropolis.org/spring2026/

-30-

If you would like to interview any of the Blue Metropolis authors and/or program curators:
Media Contact- Janis Kirshner, jkirshner@sympatico.ca, 514 287-8912

About the Blue Metropolis Foundation: bluemetropolis.org/mission/
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THANK YOU TO THE MAJOR PARTNERS OF THE 2026 FESTIVAL!

https://metropolisbleu.org/nos-partenaires/

MERCI AUX PARTENAIRES MAJEURS DE LA FONDATION METROPOLIS BLEU QUI SOUTIENNENT
LE FESTIVAL 2026, LA PROGRAMMATION POUR ENFANTS ET NOS PROGRAMMES EDUCATIFS ET SOCIAUX 2025-2026
THANKS TO BLUE METROPOLIS FOUNDATION'S MAJOR PARTNERS WHO SUPPORT
THE 2026 FESTIVAL, OUR YOUTH SECTOR AND OUR 2025-2026 EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL PROGRAMS
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