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The 2025 - 2026 TD-Blue Metropolis Children’s Festival: 
Financial Literacy, Sustainability, Self-Esteem and More! 

Montreal, March 18, 2026 – The TD-Blue Metropolis Children’s Festival is once again offering 
exciting activities and programs for children and adolescents of all ages across Quebec. The captivating 
programming is made possible thanks to the commitment of our primary financial partner, TD Bank 
Group. As Laurence Levy, Senior Vice-President of Branch Banking at TD Canada Trust, Quebec Region, 
notes: “Supporting the Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival is a natural extension of TD Bank 
Group’s commitment to promoting culture. Reading opens doors: it invites exploration, fosters an 
understanding of the world, and encourages a return to what truly matters. Whether it means 
rediscovering classic works, celebrating the richness of today’s Québec and Canadian voices, or exploring 
personal development titles, every book offers a moment to breathe, a precious pause that nourishes the 
mind and invites us to slow down.” 

THREE CPE AND DAYCARE DAYS IN 2025-2026 
Once again, a hundred or so early childhood education centres (CPEs) and daycares across Quebec are 
participating in one of our three 2025-2026 theme days: November 7 on the theme of peace; February 20 
on the theme of self-esteem; and April 17 on the theme of sustainability. More than 7,000 children 
participate every year.  

AN ABUNDANCE OF ACTIVITIES ALL AUTUMN LONG 
As every year, Blue Metropolis put on a great number of activities for youth and their families in many 
libraries around Greater Montreal this fall. Our Heure du conte autochtone [Indigenous Storytime] series 
featured Isabelle Picard, columnist for La Presse and author of the popular series Nish. Author Pascale 
Richard presented the most recent adventure of his infamous character, the villain El Kapoutchi, to 
celebrate Halloween. Author and creator of graphic novels author Jean-François Laliberté hosted drawing 
and comic-creating workshops.  



Tales & Construction 
A new program called Contes et construction [Tales and Construction] was introduced this fall. The series 
presented children’s author Gabriel Anctil, who led five workshops/author meet-and-greets inspired by his 
novel, La Cabane de Léo. Supported by BMR, these meetings took place in libraries in Montreal, the North 
Shore and the West Island.  
 
Financial Literacy 
Another new fall addition brought renowned children’s author Monique Polak, in the company of Yacine Abou, 
Branch Manager at TD Bank Group and professor at HEC, into English-language schools in Montreal to discuss 
money and economics. This program was an absolute success and may return next year to be offered in other 
schools and libraries in French and English.   
 
Simply Fabulous 
This project, made possible thanks to the support of the Caisse de dépôt du Québec (CDPQ), highlights the 
beauty of the different regions of our province through the eyes of children’s authors. This edition included: 
Mario Brassard for Lanaudière, Frédérick Wolfe for Montréal, and Andréa Girard for Northern Québec. Their 
original texts were also recorded as podcasts by actors Renaud Paradis, Sylvain Massé and Noah Ruscica. 
The texts and podcasts are available on the project webpage: https://metropolisbleu.org/magnifique/. The 
participating authors also led workshops in classes in their region to guide youth in the learning to write their 
own texts about their favourite places.  
 
 
 
A BUSY AND EXCITING WINTER AND SPRING 2026  
 
The Young Steelworkers Club 
This project is back for its second edition, thanks to the financial support and expertise of ArcelorMittal Long 
Products Canada.This edition took place in schools in Varennes and Sorel-Tracy. The program is divided into 
two parts: first, a presentation by the ArcelorMittal company experts on steel, and then comic-making workshop 
led by graphic novelists Jean-François Laliberté and Sacha Lefebvre. In April 2026, a selection of the best 
creations will be presented in libraries in participating towns, as well as at the Blue Metropolis International 
Literary Festival at HOTEL10.  
 
In My Garage…  
For the second edition of this project offered with the financial support of Garaga, five schools in Beauce will 
host writing workshops for fifth and sixth grade students led by author Andrée-Anne Chevrier. An exhibition 
presenting a selection of the children’s best texts and drawings will be presented at Saint-Georges Library in 
Beauce and at the Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival at HOTEL10 in April. 
 
Blue Spring Programming 
In April until the beginning of May, keep an eye on Blue Metropolis programming for meet-and-greets and 
workshops hosted by children’s authors in many libraries, institutions, specialized schools and other 
organizations around Montreal, like the Carrefour Hochelaga. The 2026 edition will feature authors Monique 
Polak, Paul Martin, Caroline Barber, Frédérick Wolfe, Tania Baladi and Catherine Fouron. 
 
AZUL Programming for Kids 
Blue Metropolis will present a bilingual activity for children in French and Spanish at Café Origine (8, 
Sherbrooke West) during the Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival. El gran vuelo de la pequeña 
Diente-de-Leon / Le grand vol de la petite Dent-de-Lion is a paper theatre adaptation of the graphic literary 
work by María Graciela Bastardo, illustrated by Pascale Sévigny-Vallières. 
 
Original Exhibition: Draw Me a Sun  
Also in April, our new exhibition, Draw Me a Sun, will be presented in four libraries in Montreal: Benny, Marie-
Uguay, Saul-Bellow and Rivière-des-Prairies. Featuring original illustrations by Josée Bisaillon, Félix Girard, 
Marie Lafrance, Mireille Levert, Nahid Kazemi, Christine Sioui Wawanoloath, Anne Villeneuve and Paul 
Roux. 
 

https://metropolisbleu.org/magnifique/


Original Exhibition: Draw Me a Smile on Tour!  
Since June 2025 and until the beginning of 2027, the exhibition Draw Me a Smile is on tour in libraries around 
the region of Quebec. Participating illustrators include Jacques Goldstyn, Fabrice Boulanger, Caroline 
Merola, Geneviève Després, Matthew Forsythe, Cara Carmina, Marie-Louise Gay and Julien Castanié.   
 
Educational Program: Des Mots qui Flow [Words that Flow]  
Led by slammers IVY (Slam Montréal) and BeWyrd (Throw! Poetry Collective), these bilingual workshops will 
invite youth from two secondary schools into the universe of collective creation. As the texts take shape, voices 
will meet and mix, and the creations will unfold both on stage and on screen. Recorded by professionals, 
participants’ performances will be shared online and on stage until the final performance at the 2026 Blue 
Metropolis International Literary Festival.  
 
Educational Program: French at the Tip of My Fingers / L’anglais au bout de mes doigts  
This program brings together students from four elementary school second-language immersion classes, who 
are paired in mixed language teams. It aims to offer students a positive experience of learning their second 
language in-person through the use of new technologies. At the end of the project, a series of bilingual poems 
and illustrations are created by the participating youth and will be released on the LEARN blog. The workshops 
are led by the poet Liana Cusmano.  
 
 
 

ACCESS ANYTIME 
Parents, teachers and other children’s educators can find resources on our website, accessible wherever and 
whenever, including podcasts, reading recommendations, and fun educational worksheets on our major 
programming themes. Enjoy unlimited access to these enriching materials!  
Bluemetropolis.org 
 

***** 
 
 

BLUE METROPOLIS AT A GLANCE   
Founded in 1997, the Blue Metropolis Foundation is a charitable organization whose mission is to bring 
together people of different languages and cultures through the pleasure of reading and writing, to foster 
creativity and intercultural understanding. The Foundation presents an annual International Literary Festival 
and offers a range of year-round activities through its TD-Blue Metropolis Children's Festival, as well as 
educational and social programs in classrooms, libraries and online. These programs use writing and reading 
as therapeutic tools to help students stay in school, and to combat poverty and exclusion. 
 
 

- 30  - 
 
 

Source: Linda Amyot, Director of Youth Programming  
Frédérick Laurin-Gaudin, Director of Educational Programs and Research  
Press Relations: Janis Kirshner, 514 287-8912, jkirshner@sympatico.ca 
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Thank you to the partners of the 2025 - 2026 youth programming. 

 


