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DREAMS AND UTOPIAS – 2024 EDITION OF THE BLUE METROPOLIS 

INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL 

War, climate change, social tensions and… hope. Over 150 participants together in Montreal, 

from every corner of the world, Canada and Quebec, bring us closer to literature. 

Our era is one cruelly wanting for dreams. And yet, without losing sight of the darker realities of 

our times, Blue Metropolis makes dreaming possible with a bit of help from literature. 

Accordingly, the 26th edition of the Blue Metropolis Festival will take place April 25 to 28, 2024, at 

Hôtel 10 (10 Sherbrooke Street West) with “Dreams and Utopias” as its central theme. 

Bolstered by several partnerships, this year’s program includes over 120 literary events organized 

according to various series: “One Planet, One World,” “War and Peace,” “Indigenous Voices,” 

“Azul,” “Almenar,” “Violet,” “TD Children’s Festival,” and “Imaginary Series.” Under the guise of 

these series, writers will have an opportunity to meet the impassioned, inclusive readership we 

all represent, regardless of gender, horizons, and perspectives. 

But how does one dream? First, by exploring the planet, our home. Translated into numerous 

languages, the works of British explorer and Cambridge professor Robert Macfarlane have 

become international bestsellers. Deploying the full breadth of the author’s rich, poetic 

knowledge, Underland: A Deep Time Journey tells the story of caves, underground marvels, and 

everything that dwells below the surface. Macfarlane has written many books in this same 

exploratory and literary vein. He is the 2024 recipient of the Blue Metropolis Planet Literature 

Prize, and his events at the Festival are sure to be a true pleasure. 



Next, there is discovering others, trying to encounter the world from their viewpoint. For twenty 

years, Franco-Cameroonian novelist, playwright, and essayist Léonora Miano has assembled a 

powerful body of work of which La saison de l’ombre, Rouge impératrice and Stardust are but a 

small fraction. Her most recent work of nonfiction, L’opposé de la blancheur : réflexions sur le 

problème blanc, empathetically demonstrates the extent to which it is difficult for white people 

to understand the reality faced by people of colour. Léonora Miano receives the 2024 Blue 

Metropolis Words to Change Prize. 

Under the sign of coming together  

More than ever, the 26th edition of Blue Metropolis promotes coming together—for peoples, 

for cultures, for visions for the world, and for languages. 

Coming together is at times difficult, particularly among foes. This reality is on full display in 

Diaries of War by author and illustrator German-American Nora Krug, who has won many prizes 

in the United States. Written and illuminated shortly after the Russian invasion of Ukraine, this 

graphic novel is born of the writer’s exchanges with a Russian-born Ukrainian journalist based in 

Kiev and a Russian artist based in Saint-Petersburg who has been protesting the war. Krug will 

take center stage for a conversation with the acclaimed literary journalist and radio host Eleanor 

Wachtel, as such inaugurating a new Blue Metropolis series after thirty-three years at the helm 

of Writers & Company on the CBC airwaves. This first edition of the “Blue Metropolis Eleanor 

Wachtel Series” also features an interview with Sarah Polley, a leading voice in Canadian film and 

the author of Run Towards the Danger, a striking memoir recently translated into French as Cours 

vers le danger. 

A coming together of Indigenous people and settlers is also on the program, with Anishinaabeg 

journalist, essayist, and Globe & Mail columnist Tanya Talaga. Her celebrated works Seven Fallen 

Feathers and All our Relations: Finding the Path Forward (translated into French as Renouer avec 

la Terre et tout ce qui nous unit) help us better understand Indigenous experiences in Canada. She 

is the 2024 recipient of the Blue Metropolis First Peoples Prize. Wendat poet Jean Sioui, whose 

collections (Au couchant de la terre promise and J’avance mon chemin) face the real head on, is 

the 2024 recipient of the Prix des Premiers peuples Metropolis bleu, awarded in partnership with 

Indigenous Voices Awards. The Festival also welcomes Douglas Sanderson (Amo Binashii) and 

Andrew Stobo Sniderman, co-authors of Valley of the Birdtail: An Indian Reserve, a White Town, 

and the Road to Reconciliation. The nonfiction book shows that rapprochement between 

Indigenous people and settlers is possible, and that in fact, in Winnipeg, it has taken place 

between two communities separated by a river and 150 years of racism—a spark of hope. 

Finally, there is coming together even as conflict rages. Moderated by Kareem Shaheen, the 

“Gabriel Safdie Middle East Event” will feature a roundtable with three writers (Maya Savir, Ehab 

Lotayef, Carlos Fraenkel) and a journalist and filmmaker (Rami Younis) to discuss the connections 

between life and literature in a crisis-stricken region of the world.  

Daring women 

After Beirut, Blue Metropolis welcomes the 5th meeting of the Parlement des écrivaines 

francophones. Women writers will join us from all over the francophonie (Lebanon, Tunisia, 



Marocco, Algeria, France, Québec, Martinique, Ivory Coast, United States, New Brunswick, 

Turkey, Bergium, Mali and Switzerland). Twenty participants will discuss the many stakes of 

writing while being a woman—highlighting just as many universes and visions of a world glimpsed 

through literature. 

Essayist and author Margo Glantz is without a doubt a leading figure in Mexican literature. Born 

into a Jewish and Ukrainian family in 1920’s Mexico, she took on the family biography genre in 

The Family Tree, a key book in a body of work that includes some forty titles. A polyglot speaker 

of Spanish, Yiddish, French and English, Glantz has taught philosophy and literature and published 

a number of works of criticism. She is the 2024 recipient of the Blue Metropolis Azul Prize 

(sponsored by Ginny Stikeman). 

Other much anticipated guests include celebrated author Mariana Enriquez, whose chilling Our 

Share of Night has refreshed the literary tropes of the horror genre, and South-Korean author 

Chung Bora, whose Cursed Bunny (translated into French as Lapin Maudit) was a 2022 Booker 

Prize finalist.  

Additionally, two literary performances spotlighting women artists and poets feature 

prominently in our program. Nunaapiga – Mon cher petit territoire presents the throat singing 

of Angela Amarualik and the poetry of Juliana Léveillé-Trudel. Jardins imaginaires – poésie, oud 

et gourmandise sets the stage for poet and actress Armelle Chitrit’s performance of her fruit-

poems.  

Literature is a lie 

An equally exciting event will feature Canadian poet, novelist and theatre legend Sky Gilbert, 

University of Guelph professor emeritus and co-founder of Toronto theatre Buddies in Bad Times, 

a leading queer theatre that the writer lead from 1979 to 1997. Gilbert’s body of work, recognized 

many times over, includes nine novels, three poetry collections, and over forty plays. He has two 

forthcoming books in 2024: The Blue House, on the life of a cello prodigy; and Shakespeare Lied, 

which tackles the 2018 cancellation Gilbert experienced to explore how art is neither a moral nor 

political lesson but rather a lie—a beautiful one at that. Sky Gilbert is the 2024 recipient of the 

Blue Metropolis Violet Prize. 

To better dream together, a number of other names are well worth keeping in mind. The 2024 

edition of the Festival will welcome acclaimed writers Yuri Andrukhovych (Ukraine), David Bergen 

(Canada), Éric Chacour (Quebec), Paolo Giordano (Italy), Hervé Le Corre (France), Josip 

Novakovich (Croatia/Canada), and Rodney Saint-Éloi (Haïti/Québec). Equally celebrated authors 

also joining us include Elisa Shua Dusapin (Switzerland), Fernanda Trías (Uruguay), Martine J. Reid 

(France), Velia Vidal (Colombia), Rita Mestokosho (Quebec/Ekuanitshit), Brenda Navarro 

(Mexico), Marie-Hélène Poitras (Quebec), Hemley Boum (Cameroon/France), Ann-Marie 

MacDonald (Québec/Canada), and Catherine Leroux (Quebec). 

The Festival will also be an occasion to (re)discover the contributions of Éléonore Goldberg 

(Canada), Maya Ombasic (Bosnia-Herzegovina/Quebec), Kyo Maclear (Canada), Kasia Van Schaik 

(South Africa/Quebec), Paul Saint Bris (France), Mikhail Iossel (Russia/Québec), Anuja Varghese 

(Canada), Céline Righi (France), and Yael Weiss (Mexico). Among many others. 



Children also dream 

Blue Metropolis is also the TD Children’s Festival, which presents over 70 activities for youngsters 

and their families in the Montreal region and across Quebec, both in person and online. To that 

end, eight leading Quebec children’s book illustrators have signed on to draw what makes them 

smile in their work or home life. The result? The Draw Me a Smile exhibition, to be presented 

February 27 to April 29 in participating Montreal libraries, at Hôtel 10 during the Festival, and 

online on the Blue Metropolis website. From April 19 to 29, libraries all over Montreal will 

welcome children’s authors featured at the Festival: Paul Tom, the 2023 TD Children’s Literature 

Prize recipient, as well as Dïana Bélice, Josh Freed, Anne-Marie Fortin, Danielle Chaperon, Caroline 

Barber and Monique Polak. Also on the program: a fun, educational workshop on numbers 

facilitated by Diane Desfossés. Finally, as part of the “Reading to Heal” series, Blue Metropolis 

presents a workshop event for children at Sainte-Justine Hospital and Centre Marie-Enfant, an 

event facilitated by Anne-Marie Fortin and featuring her Mon beau potager album. 
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