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 QUEBEC ROOTS: 
STRENGTHENING  
COMMUNITIES,  
THE PLACE I WANT TO BE
For more than 15 years, Quebec Roots 
has given a voice to young anglophones 
from Quebec and Nunavut, enabling 
them to express their dreams, memories 
and concerns through photography and 
writing, and to deliver poignant 
depictions of their communities. Writing 
and photography workshops, facilitated 
by professional artists, are provided free 
of charge to the schools we visit. The 
works of young participants will be 
published in an anthology and distributed 
for free to participating schools. What’s 
more, an exhibition of the students’ 
writing and photography will be 
presented at Hotel 10 during the Festival. 
This year, Quebec Roots renews its 
commitment to better represent 
Quebec’s anglophone communities and 
to foster the exploration of new artistic 
approaches.

The Blue Metropolis 
Foundation’s social and 
educational programs 
feature innovative literary 
activities that allow children 
and adults to meet and 
engage in conversation with 
professional francophone 
and anglophone authors and 
artists. 

Thanks to these events, 
videoconferences and 
various online activities, our 
projects provide participants 
with an opportunity to 
rediscover the pleasures of 
reading and writing, and to 
take part in the creation of 
collective works of art. 

These projects also aim to 
promote inclusion and 
academic resilience and to 
combat poverty and school 
dropout.

 VEGGIE PATCH 
ADVENTURERS 
Combining literature, music and ecology, 
Veggie Patch Adventurers proposes a 
unique second-language learning 
experience for grade-school children. 
With creative writing workshops created 
by bilingual authors (French and English) 
and visits from gardening and cooking 
specialists who cater to children, two 
language immersion classes will explore 
themes related to good life habits and 
familiarize themselves with the 
vegetables of the garden. Their 
“adventure” in the veggie patch will lead 
them to compose (lyrics and music) a 
bilingual song accompanied by a 
professional video that will include all 
participating students and launch to 
much fanfare as part of the 2023 edition 
of the Blue Metropolis Festival.



 READING TO HEAL
Every year, the Reading to Heal series is 
offered to the pediatric departments of 
Montreal hospitals and schools for children 
with special needs.

This series is made possible by the generous 
support of our partner, the Eric T. Webster 
Foundation, which has supported this initiative 
since 2018.

In 2022-23, we will be back in person at 
participating establishments, with author 
events and story times on offer.

Please note the original stories, composed  
by renowned children’s authors and read by 
caretakers to mark the 5th anniversary of the 
series, are, as always, available in podcast 
form on our website, as well as on all major 
podcasting platforms.

 TD-BLUE METROPOLIS 
CPE AND CHILDCARE DAYS
Over the last six years, we have reached 
nearly a hundred institutions across Quebec 
with our Childcare Days, which take place 
during the Festival. 

In 2022-2023, we will be offering two 
Childcare Days dedicated to promoting 
reading among children. Our themes this  
year will continue to be: words and numbers 
learning, and creating awareness about 
ecological issues and the importance of 
nature.

 NEXT
NEXT aims to broaden the scope of 
professional opportunities available 
to young people from marginalized 
communities and to enable their 
access to high-level 
decision-making positions at 
Canadian cultural organizations.
Through various initiatives, it will 
offer young literary artists a series 
of pathways to professional 
development in several areas of 
expertise: virtual rollout, 
intersectional and decolonial 
practices, community programming 
in literary settings, online publishing, 
photography and virtual exhibitions, 
and children’s storytelling, to name 
a few. All in order to improve their 
public profiles and therefore 
increase the reach and impact of 
their voices.

Finally, carte blanches will be 
offered to four local and emerging 
cultural organizations to bolster 
their visibility and to present 
activities related to their work at the 
Blue Metropolis Festival.

“My students made good  
strides. We learned to respect 

deadlines, to work together, and 
to respect the ideas of others, 
even when one doesn’t agree 

with them. This project had an 
especially productive impact on 

their French and English 
learning, which helped me  

get to know them better.  
I’ll surely participate in another 

project like this one day! Thanks 
for choosing us this year!”

– Annie Lizotte, Père-Vimont,  
2020 BRE

 THE MARITIME 
SERIES

Bats and Swallows will be the 
new stars of this 2022-23 edition.

The series will propose 4 in-person 
workshop sessions facilitated by 
an author and cultural facilitator 
presented at 2 schools in the 
Greater Montreal Area. A bioligist 
and specialist on the subject will 
teach students about swallows and 
bats, with a particular focus on 
their importance to the ecosystem. 
As part of the culmination of this 
series, the workshops will include a 
visit to the swallow birdhouse 
installed by Port-de-Montréal.

Simultaneously, a new platform will 
be launched to highlight the 
contributions of scientists who 
study the ecosystems of these two 
species, including a photo gallery 
and various reading 
recommendations (both 
documentary and fictional works 
with educational purviews).

Finally, the texts and drawings of 
students will be featured in an 
exhibition shared on social media 
as a contest for parents and 
children. The contest will be a 
perfect opportunity for Blue 
Metropolis to broadcast the 
importance of making 
environmentally sound choices and 
to educate younger generations on 
environmental conservation. 



The Blue Metropolis Foundation is a not-for-
profit organization founded in 1997 that 
brings together people from different 
cultures to share in the pleasures of reading 
and writing, encouraging greater creativity 
and enabling deeper intercultural understanding. The 
Foundation produces an annual International Literary 
Festival and offers a wide range of educational and 
social programs year-round, both in classrooms and 
online. These programs use reading and writing as 
therapeutic tools, bolster academic resilience, and fight 
poverty and exclusion. 

BLUE METROPOLIS 
AT A GLANCE

IMPACT OF OUR YOUTH  
AND EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMMING

2022 YOUTH PROGRAMMING

85.7% of those surveyed said they were very satisfied 
with the youth activities proposed by the Blue 
Metropolis Foundation.

Those surveyed agree our youth programming 
activities foster significant interest among children 
with regards to:

/  academic success 100%

/  reading and/or mathematics 95.2%

/  developing their imagination and creativity 95.2%

/  increasing knowledge 80.9% 

2022 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS  

Those surveyed (teachers, cultural faciliators, 
librarians, parents) feel our educational programs 
positively impact students’:

/  motivation 89%

/  grades 79%

/  ability to express themselves 93%

/  self-esteem 93%

/ interactions with each other 82%

19,494 PARTICIPANTS (STUDENTS AND SENIORS)

959 INSTITUTIONS VISITED (SCHOOLS AND 
COMMUNITY CENTRES)

63 PROGRAMS DEVELOPED

PRESENTED IN 15 OF QUEBEC’S 17 ADMINISTRATIVE 
REGIONS AND 8 OF CANADA’S 10 PROVINCES

OUR EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS SINCE 2000

THANK YOU TO THE MAJOR PARTNERS OF OUR CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING AND OF OUR 2022-2023 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS.
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Sources: Survey conducted among parents, librarians and 
teachers who attended at least one activity of our 2021-22 youth 
programming and/or educational programs.


