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MORE THAN 84,000 CHILDREN AND 
PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN AN ACTIVITY 
AT THE 11TH TD-BLUE METROPOLIS 
CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL

123 ACTIVITIES IN MORE THAN 81 VENUES 
IN MONTREAL, ON THE NORTH SHORE, 
SOUTH SHORE AND IN LAVAL (libraries, 
bookstores, schools and pre-schools, children’s 
hospitals and specialized schools)

79 AUTHORS, STORYTELLERS, MUSICIANS 
AND ILLUSTRATORS

7 EXHIBITIONS in libraries and schools as well 
as at HOTEL10

5 EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL PROGRAMS 

A DAY DEDICATED TO SELF-ESTEEM AT 
CLOSE TO 100 CHILD CARE AND DAYCARE 
CENTRES IN QUEBEC – a 60% increase as 
compared to our first edition in 2017  

A SECOND, EXPANDED EDITION OF OUR 
ACTIVITIES IN CHILDREN’S HOSPITALS AND 
SPECIALIZED SCHOOLS 

A BRAND NEW SERIES, LE FLEUVE ET MOI, 
HELD IN TOWNS AND CITIES BORDERING 
THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER 

THE FIRST EDITION OF OUR LITERARY 
BRUNCH FOR LGBTQ FAMILIES

PARTICIPATION BY A GREATER NUMBER OF 
AUTHORS WHO LIVE IN THE REGIONS, FROM 
GATINEAU TO ACTON VALE, INCLUDING 
TROIS-RIVIÈRES AND SAGUENAY

A VISIT BY AN ACADIAN AUTHOR AS PART 
OF AN EXCHANGE WITH MONCTON’S FRYE 
FESTIVAL

Projet Le fleuve et moi

The Foundation’s youth sector 
includes the TD-Blue Metropolis Children’s 

Festival as well as a range of educational 
and social programs for children and teens.

OVERVIEW OF 
THE YOUTH SECTOR 



Project devoted to self-esteemQuebec Roots launch

Once again this year, the 2018 edition presented a wide range of activities, 
events and exhibitions in 81 different venues (schools, libraries, cultural centres, 
preschools, children’s hospitals and specialized schools) in Montreal, Laval, 
on the North Shore and the South Shore. In all, children and their families 
had the opportunity to take part in one of 123 free activities, not to mention the 
numerous exhibitions presented in various public libraries. In addition, storytime 
activities on the topic of self-esteem took place in 92 daycare and child care 
centres as part of the Journée CPE garderie. The festival featured several other 
“firsts”, in particular our very first literary brunch for LGBTQ families.

THE 11th EDITION’S EXHIBITIONS 
Seven exhibitions were presented as part of the TD-Blue Metropolis Children’s 
Festival, reaching over 56,000 people. These exhibitions were on display at a 
number of municipal libraries and at HOTEL10.

/  Dessine-moi des mots exhibition 
 at Bibliothèque Robert-Lussier in Repentigny
/  Projet M exhibition by students from Iona School 
 at Bibliothèque Côte-des-Neiges 
/   Projet M exhibition by students from École Saint-Donat 
 at Bibliothèque Langelier
/  Mes racines/My roots exhibition at Bibliothèque Saint-Michel
/  Le fleuve et moi exhibition by students from École Ludger-Duvernay 

at Bibliothèque scolaire et municipale de Verchères
/   Le fleuve et moi exhibition by students from École Saint-Jean-Bosco 

at Bibliothèque Le Survenant de Sorel-Tracy
/ Le fleuve et moi exhibition by students from École Saint Mère  

Marie-Rose at Bibliothèque de Contrecoeur

THE TD-BLUE 
METROPOLIS 
CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL:
Overview of an inspiring 11th edition!

A FESTIVAL THAT’S GROWING
Over the last two years, the TD-Blue Metropolis Children’s 
Festival has expanded its reach in so many ways. First, with 
the Journée CPE & garderies, which aims to increase self-
esteem and encourages the participation of all preschools 
throughout Quebec. In fact, two preschools, one located in 
Sainte-Catherine and one in Léry, won the contest connected 
to the Journée. In addition, as part of an intercultural exchange, 
we presented a show by young artists from Shawinigan, under 
the direction of author David Gaudreault, at the Maison de la 
culture Frontenac. This year, a number of authors from various 
regions of Quebec were invited to facilitate meet-and-greets 
with school groups in Montreal: Andrée Poulin from Gatineau, 
Stéphanie Gervais from Saguenay, Philippe Beha from Acton 
Vale and Étienne Poirier from Trois-Rivières. In addition,  
Edith Bourget, from Acadie, participated in the Festival as  
part of an exchange with Moncton’s Frye Festival. Finally,  
the series titled Le fleuve et moi took the Festival to the shores 
of the St. Lawrence River, in Contrecoeur, Verchères and 
Sorel-Tracy. 

    “ At TD, we believe in the positive     
   impact reading has on fostering    
a child’s development and education.     
    Bringing young people together     
      with captivating books, as well as 
talented authors and illustrators,         
      is one way for us to give back to   
              the community. “

Sylvain Corbeil
Senior Vice-President, 
Quebec and Atlantic Regions,  
TD Commercial Banking 



2017-2018 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

INNOVATIVE 
EDUCATIONAL AND 
SOCIAL PROGRAMS 
Since its inception, Blue Metropolis 
has developed 51 educational and 
social programs, both online and in the 
classroom, reaching more than 18,300 
young people and teachers across the 
country and in both official languages.

In addition to events at the Children’s 
Festival, Blue Metropolis 2018 presented 
a range of programs that aim to develop 
a love of reading and writing, encourage 
social inclusion, diversity and academic 
perseverance and combat poverty. 
This year, the Foundation’s educational 
programs reached 311 students in 
Montreal, Joliette, Sherbrooke, Vaudreuil 
and Nunavik, as well as in Winnipeg and 
Vancouver.

Quebec Roots: Strengthening 
Communities, The Place I Want to Be 
Guided by an author and a professional 

photographer, students at schools in Montreal, 

Vaudreuil and Nunavik created, over a period 

of several weeks, an anthology of writing and 

photography that presents their community. In 

June, the book was distributed to all participants 

at launches that took place in each location.

Rhythm & Words
This original project promoting bilingualism, 

was held at Lindsay Place High School. Under 

the guidance of Gabrielle Godon and Emma 

Berger-Kovaks, who form the duo Heartstreets, 

the students wrote a hip-hop song in a mix of 

English and French, which they then produced as 

a videoclip, with the help of videographer Camille 

Trudeau-Rivest. The clip that had the most views 

online won a $1,000 prize.

Saine révolte/Healty Rebellion 
On the topic of rebellion, Secondary 5 students 

at schools in Joliette, Sherbrooke and Montreal 

took part in a series of workshops guided by 

francophone and anglophone facilitators. At 

the end of these meetings, the three schools 

presented bilingual cabaret-style shows that were 

created and produced by the students.

Projet M 
For its third edition, Projet M took place in two 

Montreal primary schools: École Iona in Côte 

des Neiges and École Saint-Donat in Mercier. 

Grade 6 students explored the topic of positive 

body image, guided by facilitator Tania Baladi. 

The result, which took the form of a mural, was 

exhibited last May at the Langelier and Côte-des-

Neiges public libraries. 
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STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES, 
THE PLACE I WANT TO BE

QUEBEC 
ROOTS

2018

QUEBEC 
ROOTS

2018

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES, THE PLACE I WANT TO BE

ERIC T. WEBSTER FOUNDATION    |    JARISLOWSKY FOUNDATION

Mes racines/My Roots 
Guided by authors and photographers, students 

and adults who are new Canadians took part in 

writing and photography workshops in Montreal, 

Winnipeg and Vancouver. Their writing, which 

deals with their experience of immigration and 

integration, has been published on our website 

and in an anthology, a copy of which was given to 

each participant.

ERIC T. WEBSTER 
FOUNDATION

FONDATION 
J.A DESÈVE

FONDATION 
JEUNESSE-VIE

ZELLER FAMILY 
FOUNDATION



In joining forces with Blue Metropolis’ youth sector activities, our partners were able to benefit from a major visibility campaign carried  
out through various communications, advertising and promotional tools.*

COMMUNICATIONS TOOLS 
/  Blue Metropolis website 
/  Schedule of events 
/  Program of activities, PDF version  
/  Press releases for the TD-Blue Metropolis 
 Children’s Festival, 
/  Final press release for Blue Metropolis Festival 
 – youth sector 
/  200 posters for TD-Blue Metropolis Children’s Festival 

(distributed in 180 locations) 
/  Official Festival program -13 pages reserved for 
 TD-Blue Metropolis Children’s Festival (10,000 copies)
/  Free-standing banners that are in circulation 
/  “Thanks to Our Partners” banner at HOTEL10
/  Mention at the press conference 
/  Honorary president of a benefit event 

A MAJOR VISIBILITY CAMPAIGN 
FOR OUR PARTNERS

*Some tools are specific to our major partners 

PROMOTION 
VIA OUR  
PARTNERS 
/  Ville de Montréal libraries: 

promotional posters for the event, 
banners and neighbourhood 
cultural programs

/  Advertising campaign in La 
Presse + and lapresse.ca 

/  Our partners’ communications 
tools (website, newsletter, 

 social media) 
/  Event listing on various cultural 

calendars

MEDIA COVERAGE 
On the whole, the Festival received excellent 
media coverage. There was a total of 253 
articles and reports by both traditional media 
and new media outlets, such as blogs and 
social media. For the youth sector, it should 
be noted that articles appeared in the 
following media:  

/  La Tribune
/  Le Devoir
/  CDC Centre-Sud
/  L’Hebdo du St-Maurice
/  Le Nouvelliste 
/  Le Journal de Montréal
/  Montréal pour enfants
/  Économies et cie
/  Radio-Canada ICI Première
And others…! 

An African tale


