








The Foundation’s youth sector includes 
the TD – Blue Metropolis Children’s Festival 
as well as a range of educational and social 
programs for children and teens.

Over 93,0001 CHILDREN AND PARENTS 
PARTICIPATED IN AN EVENT AT THE 12th TD-BLUE 
METROPOLIS CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL 

128 ACTIVITIES (including 9 exhibitions) 

AT 78 VENUES IN MONTREAL, MONTÉRÉGIE, 
ON THE NORTH SHORE AND IN LAVAL (libraries, 
bookstores, schools and preschools, specialized 
children’s hospitals and schools)

48 AUTHORS, STORYTELLERS, MUSICIANS 
AND ILLUSTRATORS

4 EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL PROGRAMS  

A DAY DEVOTED TO SELF-ESTEEM IN 
126 CHILDCARE AND DAYCARE CENTRES 
THROUGHOUT QUEBEC (with a steady increase: 
36 participants in 2018, over 120 in 2019)

FAIRY TALES, a closing show hosted by children, 
with honorary chair Viviane Croux, Vice-President, 
National Accounts, TD Commercial Banking   

ACTIVITIES IN SPECIALIZED CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITALS AND SCHOOLS IN MONTREAL 
AND ON THE SOUTH SHORE

A SERIES DEVOTED TO THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER 
AND TO NATURE, IN VARENNES, VERCHÈRES AND 
CONTRECOEUR

A LITERARY BRUNCH FOR LGBTQ FAMILIES

A SERIES DEVOTED TO INDIGENOUS AUTHORS 
AND STORYTELLERS

AUTHORS FROM THE QUEBEC CITY AREA 
AND FROM ACADIE

overview of the 
youth sector

Olivia, 
7 ans

Viviane Croux, 
Honorary Chair of the 
“Fairy Tales” event

1Overall direct and indirect attendance, including 
visitors to Blue Metropolis Festival (children’s 
programming) and exhibitions.



Once again this year, the TD-Blue Metropolis Children’s 
Festival allowed children and their families to take 
advantage of a host of activities, events and exhibitions 
held in over 70 venues (schools, libraries, cultural 
centres, preschools, and specialized children’s hospitals 
and schools) in Montreal and Laval, on the North 
Shore and in Montérégie. In all, 129 free activities and 
exhibitions were on offer during this 12th edition. More 
than 140 daycare and childcare centres throughout 
Quebec took part in the Journée CPE garderie, now 
in its third year. This activity has seen a steady increase 
in participation since its inaugural edition, in 2017. 
Last year, in 2018, just 36 daycares and childcare 
centres were involved.

The 12th edition’s 
exhibitions!
Nine exhibitions took place as part of the TD-Blue Metropolis 
Children’s Festival. Over 84,000 people were reached by our 
presentations, which were displayed in a number of libraries 
throughout Greater Montreal and at Hotel 10. 

/  Dessine-moi un bestiaire 
 Saint-Pierre Library in Lachine 
/  Projet M by students from École Louis-Colin in Montreal
/  Des mots pour changer by students from École Garneau
 Parc Coupal in Montreal 
/  L’eau et moi, haïkus en hommage au fl euve
 by students from École Ludger-Duvernay 
    Bibliothèque scolaire et municipale de Verchères 
/  L’eau et moi, haïkus en hommage au fl euve
    by students from École Mère Marie-Rose
 Bibliothèque de Contrecoeur 
/  L’environnement et moi, haïkus en hommage 
 à la nature by students from École Les marguerites
 Bibliothèque de Varennes
/  Quebec Roots 
 Hotel 10 and Westmount Public Library
/ Power up ton potentiel 
 Hotel 10 and Pointe-Claire Public Library 
/ Le monde dont je rêve
 Bibliothèque Frontenac

The TD-Blue Metropolis 
Children’s Festival:
Overview of a 
remarkable 
12th edition!

A festival that keeps 
on growing 
Over the last two years, the TD-Blue Metropolis Festival has 
expanded its reach in countless ways. First, we continue to 
increase the scope of our activities on the North Shore, with 
L’Assomption added this year, and in Montérégie, with the 
addition of Varennes and Chambly. Two special days led to 
participation throughout Quebec: the Journée CPE garderie, 
which promotes literacy among the very young, and the 
Journée Azul, with a Spanish-language writing competition for 
students enrolled in language programs at the high school level. 
The winning childcare centres that took part in the competition 
associated with the Journée CPE garderie are located in 
Sainte-Pamphile, in the Chaudières-Appalaches region, 
and in Rageneau, on the North Shore. The winners of the 
Journée Azul were from École secondaire Saint-Jean, in 
Longueuil. Visits by authors and storytellers to specialized 
children’s hospitals and schools also increased this year, thanks 
to the addition of a school in Saint-Lambert. The Festival was 
also able to count on the increased presence of Indigenous 
authors and storytellers, as well as others, from the Quebec 
City area and from Acadie. Finally, our series of workshops on 
the St. Lawrence River and on nature was held in Contrecoeur, 
Verchères and Varennes.

Sunday, May 5, on the Terrasse des nations, at HOTEL 10, “À auteur 
d’enfant”, an activity that got children and professional illustrators talking 
about how to make a better world.
© Camille Trudeau-Rivest



Since its inception, Blue Metropolis 
has developed 53 educational and 
social programs, both online and in 
the classroom, reaching 18,778 young 
people and teachers throughout the 
country, in both of Canada’s offi cial 
languages. Aside from the activities 
of the Children’s Festival, Blue 
Metropolis offers a range of programs 
that seek to develop a love of reading 
and writing, promote social inclusion 
and diversity, combat poverty and 
encourage young people to stay in 
school. In 2018-2019, these programs 
reached 323 students in Montreal, 
Joliette, Pointe-Claire, and Saint-
Télesphore, as well as in Akulivik, 
in Nunavik.

Quebec Roots: Strengthening 
Communities, The Place I Want to Be 
For 14 years, the Quebec Roots project has 
allowed young anglophones from Quebec and 
Nunavut to express their dreams, memories 
and concerns through photography and short 
texts. Work by young people from the seven 
participating schools, including a school in 
Nunavik, has been published in an anthology 
that was launched the morning of Friday, 
May 3, 2019, with the students, their 
teachers and the artist/facilitators in 
attendance. In addition, selected writing and 
photography will be exhibited at Westmount 
Public Library throughout the month of 
September.

Words to Change
How do you make the world a better place? 
Perhaps by starting with yourself, your 
neighbourhood, your city. That’s the essence 
of Words to Change, a cultural mediation 
project that took place in the classroom and 
the urban environment, facilitated by Samuel 
Bricault with the collaboration of Charlem, 
a visual artist. When the workshops ended, 
an exhibition of visual art and writing 
produced by the students was presented 
in Parc Coupal, during the summer.

Power up ton potentiel 
What happens when students from an English-
language high school are paired with a group of 
francophone seniors? A wonderful project where 
both groups learn to break down barriers, improve 
their second-language skills and gain confi dence 
in dealing with computer technology. In addition, 
a contest was held involving written work in French 
by students from Lindsay Place High School, while 
a “making of”-type documentary was posted on the 
Foundation’s website.  

Projet M 
For its fourth edition, Projet M took place at École 
Louis-Colin, an elementary school in Ahuntsic-
Cartierville. Under the guidance of facilitator Tania 
Baladi, students in Grades 5 and 6 explored the topic 
of body image. The fruits of their refl ection, which 
took the form of a painted mural, were displayed 
during a launch at the school on April 25, 2019, 
with parents and friends in attendance.

Journée/Dia Azul 
For its second edition, this project took the form 
of a Spanish-language writing competition on topics 
favoured by Blue Metropolis: the environment, social 
inequality and social inclusion. Taking part in the 
project were twenty or so students from high schools 
throughout Quebec that offer language programs.

Innovative 
educational 
and social 
programs



Donors and partners* 

*In kind or cash contribution received before February 2019

20 000 $ – 80 000 $
Groupe Financier Banque TD
Anonyme
R. Howard Webster Foundation
The Cole Foundation
The J.W. McConnell Family  

Foundation

10 000 $ – 19 999 $
Concordia University
Davies Ward & Phillips Vineberg
S.E.N.C.R.L, s.r.l.
Eric T. Webster Foundation
Ginny Stikeman
Power Corporation
Telus
Tourisme Montréal

5 000 $ – 9 999 $
Air Canada
Chadha Family Foundation
Fondation Lucie et André Chagnon
Fondation Jeunesse-Vie
Fondation Phyllis Lambert
Power Corporation
Zeller Family Foundation

1 000 $ – 4 999 $
Air Inuit
Alliance Prével Inc.
APL-Multimédia
Cameron Charlebois
DJS Holding Limited
Dobrin Family Foundation
Ellayne Kaplan
Filaction
Fondation J.A. DeSève
Fondation Pierre Desmarais  

Belvédère
Gabriel Sadfie
GardaWorld
Hubert T. Lacroix
Jay Goldman
Letko Brosseau & Associés
Mark Gallop
McGill University
MolsonCoors
Peter Daniel
Pierre-André Themens  

& Johanne Pérusse
Port-de-Montréal
Produits Forestiers Résolu
Quebec Writers’ Federation
RNC Media
Rogers
William St-Hilaire

Programming 
Arsenal Pulp Press
Association of Italian Canadian 

Writers
BAnQ
Bloomsday Montreal
Brick Books
Centaur Theatre
Centre québécois du P.E.N.   

International/PEN CANADA
CÉRIUM – Université de Montréal 
CMEA – Université de Montréal
Coalition des familles LGBTQ
Concordia University
Dalhousie University
DC Books
Douglas&McIntyre
Éditions Alto
Festival du Premier Roman 
 de Chambéry
Festival Frye Festival
Flammarion Québec
Friends of the McGill Library
Gallimard ltée
Goethe-Institut
Greystone Books
Guernica Editions
ICE Américas
Hachette Canada
Image+Nation
Instituto Cultural de México  

– Montréal
Jewish Public Library
La Maison de la littérature
La poésie partout
Lectures plurielles
Les archives gaies du Québec
Leslibraires.ca
Les Rendez-vous du premier roman
Librairie du Square
Librairie Gallimard
Librairie Las Américas
Librairie Paragraphe Bookstore
Librairies Indépendantes du Québec
Linda Leith Éditions 

Linda Leith Publishing

500 $ – 999 $
A.V. Nahabedian
CSN
Gabriel Chan
Joan Ivory
Lyne Tremblay
Marie-Josée Bédard
Patrick Coleman

Governments 
Conseil des arts de Montréal
Conseil des arts du Canada 
 Canada Council for the Arts
Conseil des arts et des lettres 
 du Québec
Consulat général d’Israël à Montréal
Consulat général de France à Québec
Cosmovisiones indígenas en América
Embassy of Spain in Ottawa
Istituto Italiano di Cultura Montreal
Consulat général du Mexique 
 à Montréal
Embassy of the Federal Republic 
 of Germany, Ottawa
Ministère de la Culture 
 et des Communications
Ministère de l’Éducation  

et de l’Enseignement supérieur  
du Québec

Ministère des Relations  
internationales et de 

 la Francophonie du Québec
Patrimoine canadien 

Canadian Heritage
Québec - Secrétariat aux relations 

canadiennes
Secrétariat à la région métropolitaine
Ville de Montréal

Medias
CBC | Radio Canada
CISM 89,3
La Presse +
La Vitrine
Les Libraires.ca
Montreal Review of Books
Radio VM

Magabala Books
Mawenzi House Publishers
Media@McGill
Memorial University
Montreal City Mission
Musée McCord
Museum of Jewish Montreal
Never Apart
nistamîkwan
Notabilia
Observatoire Québécois  

des Inégalités
Ottawa Inernational Writers’ Festival
Penguin Random House Mexico
Quebec Writers’ Federation
ROAAr (Rare & Special Collections, 

Osler, Art and Archives)
Segal Centre for Performing Arts
Simon & Schuster Canada
Simon Fraser University
SpokenWeb Project
Stock Bar
This Really Happened
Toronto Public Library
UNEQ
Université de Montréal 
 – Département de littératures 
 et de langues du monde
Université de Montréal 
 – Département des littératures 

françaises
Université de Montréal 
 – Département de philosophie
Université de Montréal 
– Institut d’études religieuses
Université du Québec 
en Abitibi-Témiscamingue
University of British Columbia
University of New Brunswick
Vallum Magazine
Vancouver Island University
Véhicule Press
Wapikoni mobile
Word Travels
World Editions 

THANK YOU ALL OUR 
PARTNERS! 




